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Mark Batterson’s The Circle Maker will have you praying circles around
any situation you are facing. Youll be inspired and motivated into a
deeper level of prayer and faith.

Craig Groeschel, senior pastor of LifeChurch.tv

and author of Weird: Because Normal Isn’t Working

Honi the circle maker is a longtime legendary figure, and Mark Batterson
is well on his way. You will love the freshness of this approach to prayer.

John Ortberg, pastor at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church in
Menlo Park, California, and author of The Me I Want to Be

Mark Batterson has hit the nail on the head in The Circle Maker! He
clearly and practically lays out what prayer looks like and the powerful
results that come from a bold prayer life.

Pete Wilson, author of Plan B

Without a doubt Mark Batterson is a voice to our generation and one of
my favorite authors. The Circle Maker will inspire us to dare to pray the
kind of prayers that change us and the world around us. When we pray,
we move God, and when God is moved, he moves mountains. This book
reminds us of the most important key for unlocking the God-dream
inside.

Christine Caine, founder of the A21 Campaign

What's your Jericho? What promise does God want desperately to shower
upon you —if you but ask? The Circle Maker gives you timeless wisdom
for claiming God’s promises, pursuing dreams, and changing the world.

Dr. George O. Wood, general superintendent,
The General Council of the Assemblies of God

My bookshelves at home are littered with books I intended to read but
never finished. Mark doesn’t write those kinds of books. Mark writes
books that demand a second and even third reading, because there’s
always something new to find. With The Circle Maker, Mark has done
it again.

Jon Acuff, Wall Street Journal bestselling author

of Quitter and Stuff Christians Like



Mark Batterson encourages readers to take their prayer lives to a new
level that will honor the mighty power of God. Like the man who made
prayer circles for rain, we are to make bold prayers for things that seem
impossible. Through the stories of modern-day prayer miracles, you will
be inspired to draw prayer circles around your family, friends, and your-
self. The Circle Maker teaches that God is for you and that the big dreams
you claim in your prayers will be reflected in the way you live your life.

Pastor Matthew Barnett, cofounder

of the Dream Center

Mark Batterson is a master storyteller. His stories illustrate important
biblical truths that convict me in my heart and make me hunger for a
closer walk with God. The Circle Maker is such a story. I have changed
the way I pray — longing for a more powerful and effective prayer life. I
am now drawing circles.

Ruth Graham, author of

Fear Not Tomorrow, God Is Already There

Mark Batterson is one of the most brilliant and engaging writers on the
planet. I love the way he both challenges and encourages his audience
through the written word. The Circle Maker isn't just a book full of really
good ideas and catchy phrases; it’s a concept that, if applied, could totally
change the way we walk with God.

Perry Noble, senior pastor of NewSpring Church

My friend Mark Batterson has a way of always drawing us close to the
heart of God through his writing. In his latest book, The Circle Maker, he
shows us how through prayer we can enjoy sitting at the table of heaven’s
boardroom.

Pastor Rich Wilkerson, founder of Peacemakers
and senior pastor of Trinity Church in Miami, Florida

Mark is one of those favored few who dig a little deeper into the Word,
consistently finding truths that are sometimes surprising and always
challenging.

Frank Wright, PhD, president and CEO

of National Religious Broadcasters
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To my father-in-law, Bob Schmidgall.
The memory of you kneeling in prayer lives forever,
as do your prayers.
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Chapter 1

The Legend
of the Circle Maker

oung children danced in the downpour like it was the first rain-

fall theyd ever seen. And it was. Parents threw back their heads,
opened their mouths, and caught raindrops like they were libations.
And they were. When it hasn't rained in more than a year, raindrops
are like diamonds falling from the sky.

It would be forever remembered as the day. The day thunderclaps
applauded the Almighty. The day puddle jumping became an act of
praise. The day the legend of the circle maker was born.

It was the first century BC, and a devastating drought threatened
to destroy a generation — the generation before Jesus. The last of the
Jewish prophets had died off nearly four centuries before. Miracles
were such a distant memory that they seemed like a false memory.
And God was nowhere to be heard. But there was one man, an eccen-
tric sage who lived outside the walls of Jerusalem, who dared to pray
anyway. His name was Honi. And even if the people could no longer
hear God, he believed that God could still hear them.

When rain is plentiful, it's an afterthought. During a drought, it’s
the only thought. And Honi was their only hope. Famous for his abil-
ity to pray for rain, it was on this day, the day, that Honi would earn
his moniker.

With a six-foot staff in his hand, Honi began to turn like a math
compass. His circular movement was rhythmical and methodical.
Ninety degrees. One hundred eighty degrees. Two hundred seventy
degrees. Three hundred sixty degrees. He never looked up as the
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The Circle Maker

crowd looked on. After what seemed like hours but had only been
seconds, Honi stood inside the circle he had drawn. Then he dropped
to his knees and raised his hands to heaven. With the authority of the
prophet Elijah, who called down fire from heaven, Honi called down
rain:

“Lord of the universe, I swear before Your great name that I will

not move from this circle until You have shown mercy upon Your
children.”

The words sent a shudder down the spines of all who were within
earshot that day. It wasn't just the volume of his voice; it was the
authority of his tone. Not a hint of doubt. This prayer didn't origi-
nate in the vocal chords. Like water from an artesian well, the words
flowed from the depth of his soul. His prayer was resolute yet humble,
confident yet meek, expectant yet unassuming.

Then it happened.

As his prayer ascended to the heavens, raindrops descended to the
earth. An audible gasp swept across the thousands of congregants
who had encircled Honi. Every head turned heavenward as the first
raindrops parachuted from the sky, but Honi’s head remained bowed.
The people rejoiced over each drop, but Honi wasn’t satisfied with a
sprinkle. Still kneeling within the circle, Honi lifted his voice over the
sounds of celebration:

“Not for such rain have I prayed, but for rain that will fill cisterns,
pits, and caverns.”

The sprinkle turned into such a torrential downpour that eyewit-
nesses said no raindrop was smaller than an egg in size. It rained so
heavily and so steadily that the people fled to the Temple Mount to
escape the flash floods. Honi stayed and prayed inside his protracted
circle. Once more he refined his bold request:

“Not for such rain have I prayed, but for rain of Your favor, blessing,
and graciousness.”

Then, like a well-proportioned sun shower on a hot and humid
August afternoon, it began to rain calmly, peacefully. Each raindrop
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The Legend of the Circle Maker

was a tangible token of God’s grace. And they didn't just soak the
skin; they soaked the spirit with faith. It had been difficult to believe
the day before the day. The day after the day, it was impossible not to
believe.

Eventually, the dirt turned into mud and back into dirt again.
After quenching their thirst, the crowd dispersed. And the rainmaker
returned to his humble hovel on the outskirts of Jerusalem. Life
returned to normal, but the legend of the circle maker had been born.

Honi was celebrated as a hometown hero by the people whose lives
he had saved. But some within the Sanhedrin called the circle maker
into question. A faction believed that drawing a circle and demanding
rain dishonored God. Maybe it was those same members of the San-
hedrin who would criticize Jesus for healing a man’s shriveled hand
on the Sabbath a generation later. They threatened Honi with excom-
munication, but because the miracle could not be repudiated, Honi
was ultimately honored for his act of prayerful bravado.

The prayer that saved a generation was deemed one of the most
significant prayers in the history of Israel. The circle he drew in the
sand became a sacred symbol. And the legend of Honi the circle
maker stands forever as a testament to the power of a single prayer to
change the course of history.
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Chapter 18

Now There Was One

In his epic history Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus notes the deeds
of Honi the circle maker, aka Onias the rainmaker. He documents
the first-century drought and points to Honi as Israel’s only hope.
Josephus makes one statement that punctuates every turning point in
history: “now there was one”

Now there was one, whose name was Onias, a righteous man he
was, and beloved of God, who, in a certain drought, prayed to
God to put an end to the intense heat, and whose prayers God had
heard, and had sent them rain.

Honi stood alone. Then he knelt down in the circle he had drawn.
And that’s all it takes to change the course of His-story. In the words
of theologian Walter Wink, “History belongs to the intercessors.”

After the rain fell and the dust settled, Simeon ben Shatah, the ruling
head of the Sanhedrin who threatened excommunication, wrote to Honi:

Were you not Honi, I should decree excommunication against
you ... But what can I do to you, for you act petulantly before the
Omnipresent and he does whatever you want for you ...

A generation that was shrouded in darkness did you illuminate
through your prayer ... A generation that was sunk down you lifted
up with your prayer ... A generation that was humiliated by its sin you
saved by your prayer.

One Prayer Circle

Never underestimate the power of one prayer circle.
When you dream big, pray hard, and think long, there is nothing
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Keep Circling

God cannot do. After all, He is able to do 15.5 billion light-years
beyond what you can ask or imagine. When you draw a circle and
drop to your knees, you can’t never always sometimes tell. It changes
the forecast of your life. It’s always cloudy with a chance of quail.

You can't fell a fifty-foot wall, but you can march around Jericho.
You can't shut the mouths of lions, but you can stop, drop, and pray.
You can’t make it rain, but you can draw a circle in the sand.

Don’t let what you cannot do keep you from doing what you can.
Draw the circle. Don’t let who you are not keep you from being who
you are. You are a circle maker.

There is a Mother Dabney reading this book, I know it. There is a
Harriet Beecher Stowe, a Bill Groves, and a Michael Hall.

Now there was one.

All it takes is one person, one prayer.

Why not you?

It’s as simple as drawing your first prayer circle, just like I did when
I prayed all the way around Capitol Hill. It might be a promise or a
problem. It might be a friend or an enemy. It might be a dream or
a miracle. I don’t know how it’s spelled, but you need to spell it out.
Then you need to keep circling.

Don't attempt this by yourself. Israel had an army. You need to
invite others into your prayer circle. Together you will form a prayer
circle. And when two or three agree in prayer, double circling their
God-ordained dreams, all bets are off.

Echo through Eternity

At the end of our prayers, we say “Amen,” which means “so be it It
signifies the end of a prayer. But the end of a prayer is always just
the beginning. It’s the beginning of a dream. It’s the beginning of a
miracle. It’s the beginning of a promise.

The legend of Honi the circle maker began with a prayer for rain.
Now it’s time to reveal the amen.

In 63 BC, Palestine was torn in two by a bloody civil war. Hyrcanus
IT and Aristobulus II — sons of Alexander Jannaeus, king of Judea —
met in battle near Jericho. Aristobulus was forced to flee to the temple
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Now There Was One

in Jerusalem to make his last stand. Hyrcanus and his ally, the Arabian
sheik Aretas, surrounded the temple with fifty thousand troops. None
but the priests and temple guard stood by Aristobulus.

That is when the army of Hyrcanus found the old rainmaker, Honi,
who had been in hiding. The superstitious army brought Honi to
Hyrcanus, who commanded him to invoke a curse on the defenders
of the temple. Honi could not and would not obey the command,
even at sword point. Like the prophet Balaam, who refused to curse
Israel and prayed a blessing according to his conscience, Honi drew
his last circle in the sand.

In one of history’s sad ironies, the man who saved a generation
with his prayer for rain was put to death because of a prayer that went
against the wishes of Hyrcanus. But Honi stayed true to his convic-
tions, not just in life, but also in death. Many years before, a crowd of
thirsty souls surrounded Honi as he drew his circle in the sand. Now
he was encircled by savage soldiers whose lives he had saved with his
prayer for rain. They compelled him to speak, so Honi uttered his
last words while living on this earth, but it’s a prayer that will echo
through all eternity.

O God, the King of the whole world! since those that stand now with
me are Your people, and those that are besieged are also Your priests,
I beseech You that You will neither hearken to the prayers of those
against these, nor bring to effect what these pray against those.

Then those who surrounded him turned on him and stoned Honi
the circle maker to death. It may seem like a tragic ending, but Honi
died the way he lived. He prayed until the day he died. In fact, his
dying breath was a prayer that ushered him into eternity. I don’t think
the circle maker would have had it any other way.

What a way to live.

What a way to die.
What a way to enter eternity.
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Epilogue

The Chalk Circle

e never received a formal education, yet he lectured at Harvard.

He was born in a gypsy tent, yet he was summoned to the White
House to meet two presidents. Born in the Epping Forest outside of
London in 1860, Rodney “Gypsy” Smith crisscrossed the Atlantic
Ocean forty-five times, preaching the gospel to millions. Few evan-
gelists have preached with more passion. His secret? Private prayer.
More powerful than his preaching was his praying.

Gypsy’s secret was revealed to a delegation of revival seekers, who
asked him how God could use them, just as he was using Gypsy.
Without hesitation, Gypsy said, “Go home. Lock yourself in your
room. Kneel down in the middle of the floor, and with a piece of chalk
draw a circle around yourself. There, on your knees, pray fervently
and brokenly that God would start a revival within that chalk circle”

My friend Michael Hall told me this story after I had already writ-
ten The Circle Maker. The cover of the book, complete with chalk
circle, had already been designed. Honestly, I wasn't sold on the cover
design before I heard the story about Gypsy Smith. After I heard the
story, I felt like the cover was both historic and prophetic. If a picture
is worth a thousand words, then the chalk circle on the cover is worth
a thousand prayers. May it inspire you and remind you to draw a
prayer circle. That is where every great movement of God begins. May
it begin with you, in you.
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The Circle Maker

Praying Circles Around Your Biggest Dreams and
Greatest Fears

by Mark Batterson

A New York Times bestseller! According to Pastor Mark
Batterson in his book, The Circle Maker, “Drawing prayer
circles around our dreams isn’t just a mechanism whereby
we accomplish great things for God. It's a mechanism
whereby God accomplishes great things in us.”

Do you ever sense that there’s far more to prayer, and to
God’s vision for your life, than what you’re experiencing?
It's time you learned from the legend of Honi the Circle
Maker—a man bold enough to draw a circle in the sand
and not budge from inside it until God answered his
prayers for his people.

What impossibly big dream is God calling you to draw a
prayer circle around? Sharing inspiring stories from his
own experiences as a circle maker, Mark Batterson will
help you uncover your heart’s deepest desires and God-
given dreams and unleash them through the kind of
audacious prayer that God delights to answer.

Get Your Copy of The Circle Maker!

Learn More


http://store.faithgateway.com/the-circle-maker



